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AN 
Epiltle of Love 
Toall that are in preſent 


SUFFERINGS, 


Whether [wardly, or Outwardly. 


#pon the firſt day of the fourth Momh, 1660, ai I was travet- 
lirig upon the way , there came upon my heart a deep ſence of 
Jour Conditions , whereupon { was preſſed in ſpirit to write theſe 
following Lines, . 


Any have been the Warnings, Counſel and 
Advice which hath bin given unto you from 
the Lord, out of the love that; he bears unto 
you, who would not have youto periſh, but 
rather that you might repent,& deyour firlt 
Works, aud live; and therefore hath he ſent 
unto you of his Servants, early and late, to fore-warn you 
of che evils and dangers that were coming upon you; But 
ſo were your hearts hardened through the deceitfulneſs of 
ſin, and youCchoaked with the cares of this life, and your 
m-nids ſo filled and taken up with the preſent enjoyments of 
worldly delights and fleſhly eaſe,that there was no room orc 
entrance for any thing that came unto you, though delive- 
red in never fo much tenderneſs, and bowels of affefion, 
from a true fight and deep ſence of what muſt unavoidably 
overtake you, becauſe you likeJeſſerox were grown fat,8&kick- 
ed againſt-what could be ſaid nnto you, looking upon your 
ſelvs as (ſo enriched wich worldly glory&delights,& ſo deck- 
ed cherewith,that you ſate is Queers,as if none could pluck 
you from your Throne orſeats, becauſe of the ſureneſsand 


' firmneſs of your ſtanding , as you thought and concluded 


in your ſelves; and your work was how toclimb up higher, 
and toſoare aloft in your glory, beyond any that had been 
before you, that ſo your Families might be great, and your 
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Names renowned to NP bet and your Iſſues enriched 
with your gettings aud poſlſeſhons, ſo that you were juſt Ike 
the wild Aſſe-Colt upon the Mountains and high Hills, fnuf- 
fing up the wind, and kicking the heel,and laughing ar,and 
having in derifion all thoſe that came unto you( in theName 
of the Lord) with the Word of the Lord, concluding it to 
be but the fancy of a drunken brain, orthe Produits and 
Off-(prng,of a precipitated Zea/, without a true Zderftar- 
ding; and lo you made light of it, 8nd made no doubr in 
your ſe]ves , to ſhake off thoſe things Iike Pas/s ſhaking cff 


the Viper off of his hand; and (like SamſozF togo forth as + 


at other times, but knew not how, by thar fleſhly confidence, 
and carnal ſecurity, and worldly delights and pleaſures, 
which had made you 'Tike diunkenmen ) not onely fearleſs 
and eareleſs, bur alſo ſenceieſs of what could be (aid unto 
you, or done againſt you; ſo high had you made your Nets, 
that you feared nor the hand chat could pluck you down; 


and therefore jt was your manner ( in thar lighr, elevated, 
and tranſported ſpirit ) either with ſcorn and diſdain - 


wholly to ree& and refuſe ' either the hearing of ſuch 
Words and Counſels as was ten.Jered unto you either by 
Meſſage in words or writing , or otherwiſe to receive them 
1n the feigned humility and complementary ſpirit, putting 
off the more ſerious hearing or reading thereof (with Falix) 
until a more convenient ſeaſon, ſatisfying your ſelves with 
rh.is imaginary conceit,that you had plealed and given con- 
rent unto the perſons that fo (pake or writ unts you, this 
being your utmoſt end and deſign, if by all you could but 
procure popular applauſe, and ingratiate your ſelves into 
any Party or Intereſt, thereby to corroberate and ſftrength- 
en your ſeat and ftanding; andall your confeſſions, profeſſions, 
and ack» owledgements were but like ALſo/om in the day of his 
advance, ſaying with him in your kearts, O that all men would 
come unto 1,(that there might be none to oppole you,er diſ- 
quier Jour caſe} we would do them uſtice! But this was but to 
palliate your worldly Intereſts, that you were with ſo much 
eagernels ſeeking to exait. But now is your Month come 
»pon you, and the day that was threatned ( and you fore- 
warned 


& + 
eas. Ai. 


LF. 
warned of it) hath overtaken you; and it is a day of gloo- 
miueſs and darkneſs, and chick Clous,fo that it appears to 
be night rather then day , and the Sun tobe ſet and gone 
dewn, and the ſhadow of death approaches, and fears and 
amazements ſeem to compaſs you abourtasza mighty Hoſt, 
and your Names and Poſterities to be blotted our,and igno- 
miny and reproach to. be caſt upon you,and to be your por- 


tion from the baſeſt of men ; and inſtead of Cr;iþ1ng-P:ns, 


and gorgesu5 Attires and Apparel, and mincing with your feet 
and ſweet fumes, and odours and ſmells, ſha)l be ſerches, an 

the /mell of Sulphur , and that which ſhall be an abhorring 
and a loathing unto them that you have trampled upon, 
and thought too mean to converle withall ; and that bree- 
ding which you are crept into, an( that conformity to the 
World, and the greatneſs and glory thereof, and that fel- 
lowthip and communion which you are encreafing apace 
with thoſe who have their portion in this life, even unto 


them alſo ſhall you be a diſdain and an hifling , ſo that you 


are become ( like Iſrael of old as the Vine amongſt the 
Trees of the Fcrrefſt, which whenit hath left its bearing and 
bringing forth of fruit, itis good for nothing, not ſo much 
asto make a Pjz of, ſwas to hang a Veſſel thereon, bur is on- 
ly become as Fewel forthe Fire. Wo is me, wo1s me for you! 
(what will become of you ? ) forl am pained, Iam pained, 
my bowels roul within me becauſe of the utter defolation 
that is coming upon youzeven to the utmoſt ! and then ſhall 
thoſe that you have (corned , laugh at your calamity, and 
mock when yourfear comes, which ſhall come upon you as 
an armed man, and you ſhail not be able ro withſtand his 
dread, becauſe of the load of gwlr , and the weight of fin 
that lyes upon your conſciences, and preſlech you down e- 
ven to the nethermoſt Hell, and whelmes you, and plun- 
ges you into the utrer darkneſs, even unto the thick dark- 
neſs that may be felt, for your time of working is over,and 
the night in which no man can work 1s come upon you, and 


though you ſeek to flpe as upon Dromedaries, and to make ' 


a League with death and Hell , and by your compliances 
with, & your.calling toithe Rocks, the Hills, and the Monn- 


tains, 


47 


| . 7 #8 

- tains, yet ſhall they not be able to hide pou from the wrath 
of the Lamb,nor to ſhelter you from the indignation of him 
that is too ſtrong for youz and though yon flye upon the 
ſwift, a (wifter ſhall overtake; for you ſhall not be able co eſ- 
cape his fury, though you fiyeto che uttermoſt parts of che 
earth, yet there ſhall his hand find you out. And you that 
have numbred him amongſt tranſgreſſors, and hardened 
your necks againſt his reproof in your own hearts and con- 
iciences, and have had them in deriſion that have dire&ed 
you thereunto,to take heed and to obey his counſel,leſt you 
periſh. in the gain-ſaying, andthe Spirit of Grace ceaſt ftri- 
ving with youzand then he that hath tuffered long and born 
the iniquity, withdraw his ſhoulder, and the Word of his 
Power, whereby he upholds all things; and then you bear 
your own iniquity, and feel the weight.and burrhen cthere- 
of, and then ſhall you know by wcful experience,and drink 
of the Cup of his Fury without mixture of mercy or ſup- 
port; and who is able then toabideor ſtand , when thus he 
Miniſters pure wrath and diſpleaſure, in che fiercene(s of his 
indigaation againſt , and __ che rebellious, who would 
not hearken in the day of their proſperity, but were grown 
rich, and full, and wite, and trong, and (aid in themſel ves, 
We haue need of nothing, tuſh, our tongues are our ewn, who ſhall ts 
controul ? For we kyow what ut ts to be religious , and to profeſs God 
«nd Chrift , and the Scriptures ; for theſe things we have profeſſed 
and known, and we were once zealous in them, and for them, and were 
tender-hearted, and brolen in our Spirits, and then could we weep and 
mourn, and pray » ard faſt, and tell of our experiences, and durſt 
at commt fin, nor do any thing that we knew to be evil, becauſe of 
a feare that was nponus; But now we are paſt thiſe things, and 
mind net the feeling of them, but account theſe a1 poſſeſſed with a Fa- 
natick Spirit,that ſay that they are moyed by the Spirit of the Lord 
to naind us of oar former years, and by-paſt dayes of tenderne [, and 
SÞeak ſo much unto us of feeling that broken heart, and comrue #þi- 
rity and true thirft and hunger after the living God, which ſome- 
times we felt, and condemn and cry againl} all knowledge and ſpecu- 
lative notions, above and beyond the ) Ar oi as that which will not 
availy nor ſtand its ſtead in the day of the Lord ; aud theſe in our 

ſelves 
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ſelves we condemmed, and the ſpirit by which they fpake unto us, we 
judged to be Fanatical, and therefore it is juſtly come upon us to have 
that Name prven unto ms by onr Enemies , which we in our hearts 
and ſpirits gave unto, and ſaid of our Friends : For if we had not (0 
| lookgd upon them, we would. have taken their counſel, But we looks 

ed upon thoſe former times of tenderneſſe in Religion, to be the dayes 
of our mmority and infancy, and we are now come beyond thoſe thin 055 
and ſome of 1s grown paſt feeling, into a belief that there is nothing 
fin, but what a man —_—_ ſo ro be, and ſo are ſrared aloft, and 
mounted up upon the Wings of Reaſon and State-Policy, lookin 
por: that to be Religion wherein the ſelf-ſaſety and ſecurity ts mo 
preſerved and pro:20ted ; and ſo have concluded within our ſelves, 
that the ground of our former trouble inwardly , and the ground of 
the like trouble that ts upon others zow, did and doth ariſe fromthe 
diſtruſt of our Keaſon, and ſo hate concluded all imnvard feeling and 
poſſeſſing of the preſence of God, and the light of his countenance, to 
be but 3 ſtrength of fancy or imagination; and this apprehenſion and 
belief hath been ſtrengthened in us by the many experiences, and ex- 
amples that in our obſervations we * $ taken notice of ,, namely, ' 
What a general and umverſal defeition and falling away there hath 
* beenin all ſorts of perſons, in the ſeveral and variety of Tudge- 

ments and Opinions that have ſprung up and the reſpettive confidence 
that they have had of their wayes and cpinions, and their incidens 
&y and proneneſs to be taken with the glory and riches of this 
preſent world, and equally with a Zeal to purſue after them when 
they have had an opportunity in their hands to enrich themſelves 
thereby , having obſerved all ſorts , aad tryed all ſorts of Judge- 
ments ard Opimons; and when they have been tryed with opportuni- 
Fies As efweſaid they have been found too light, and loſt their zeal 
and tenderneſſe in Religion; and therefore from theſe obſervations, 
experiences, and tryals, we have been ſtrengthezed 1n our beliefe, 
That te get wealth, and lrve at eaſe , and ſecure our places, and to 
comply to any man, or with any thing im order to this end, hath been 
om enough , and the very Religion of onr hearts, though with 
our T ongues and” our Lips we have ſpoken and profeſſed cthermiſe. 
O chou exalred above the Stars, and art climbed up another 
way, and haſt ſetup thy Nelt on high, and fenced about as 
with impregnable Walls, whoſe ſcaredgeſs and confidenceis all 


thy 
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thy fafety; the Lord is FF. + 1 thy Foundation, andhe is 
bringing thee down as with a mighty hand, and he is cauſing 
thy fall co be as a Mil-ſtone into the Sea, and he is making 
thine Enemies to ruleover thee, and thou thar haſt been in 
the jollity and mal.ing merry, and ſending and receiving the. 
Cifts ii1 tis way wherein the Witneſſes have lain flun in the 
ſtreets of the great City, the Spirit of Life from the Lord is 
eatring into them ag1in, and they ſhall ſtand upon their feet, 
and tire (1:51| come down from Heaven, and conſume their E- | 
nemies, and they thall corment all that dwell upon che Earth: 
Therefore heare the Word of the Lord, O yeſtout-hearced 
and tnff-necked, whoſe hearts are become as an Iron fi- 
new and whoteSn is written as with the Point of a D:a-9nd, O 
tremble, tremble ai the Word of the Lord! which faith, He 
£402 you f pace 19 repenty but you repented not : Wherefore a Bed 
of: Torment is preparing tor you, and the Cup which you gave 
to oth -re, ſhall you drink, and you ſhall ſqueez out the dreps 
thereo ; Wo and miſery is coming upon you, and languiſhing 
and diltrefſe ſhall cover you; and becauſe you will not hear the 
voice of the Rod in the day of your fulneſs , you fliall hear 
the voice of 72th and Deſolation, and Flord upon Flood ſhall 
come upon you, and B:{{ow upon Billow ſhall overflow you , fo 
that you ſhall nor be able to eſcape nor flye from his preſence. 

O hear, hear the Word of the Lord, and hearken, char yer 
notwithſtanding your Souls may live, andif it be poſlible, may 
be redeemed out of the Land of darkneſs, and the deep capti- 
vity in which they are plunged. Do nor flye, nor make aleague 
with thine Enemies, neither let deſpair and unbelief ſwallow 
thee up ; but bear the indignation, becauſe thou haſt ſinned; 
lay down thy back, that the plowers may plow deep furrows; 
lay thy mouth iu the duſt, and ſay, / hve firmed, I have ſinned, 
and for my Iniquity are theſe things come upon me ; and becauſe of 
the werght thereof amT preſſed down ; and if the Lord ariſe not,1 
muſt periſh under them. Think not upon revenge , for vengeance 
z the Lords, and he will repay it , for thy riſing up, and thy re- 
ſtoration, and thy recovery , muſt not be by an arm of fleſh, 
nor by a Bow of Stee|, but by the revealed Arm of the Lord 
that mult bring Salvation to thee; and therefore muſt thou be 
patient 
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patient, and ſtill, and quiet , and aſcribe Righteouſneſs tothe 
Lord, until he ariſe, For through ſore Judgement muſt thou 
be delivered,and all chy ways muſt 'be hedged up with thorns, 
that thou mayeſt not be able to paſs from under his band, nor 
from the ſimarc of his ſtroke; For this is the day of his recove- 
ry, not onely of thy ſoul out of the Pit ( that waits in the pa- 
tience and long-ſuffering) and out of the Mire and the Clay, 
wherein thy feet have ſtuck faſt, ſo that chou haft not been able 
to run in the wayes of Kighteoxſreſ?; buralſo of the recovery 
* of the Corn, and rheWine, and the Oy/e, which he gave unto 
' thee, and thou hadſt forgotten that he gave it thee, that thou 
mayelt return-unto him from whom thou ar: fallen by thine 
Z Iniquity, for was it not better wich thee in the day of chy 
% meanneſs and poverty, ( not onely of Spirit, bit outwardly ) 
3 when thou hadſt not thoſe PoſſeſHons in the Earth that now 
thou haſt, nor fared(t fo deliciouily as now thou doſt, wasit 
not better with thee rhen, then ic is now ? Let che. Witenels of 
God anſwer. And therefore |tke a Bull into the Net muſt thou 
2 be caſt, who haſt been ſeeking liberty and largeneſs for thy 
3 felf, but haſt not cared how much others were in (traightneſs 
* andeaptivity; therefore is the day come upon thee, wherein 
| the ſame meaſure thou meaſuredit co others, is mexſured-to thy 
# ſelf. Therefore mult thou bear in patience, that the Seed thou 
mayeſt know, which the Lords love is unto , and feele it in thy 
ſelfe, that which hath ſuffered long, even all this time of thy 
wantonneſs; for this is the Seed which cryes unto God, though 
thou regardelt not the cry thereof, becauſe of thy tulneſs, and 
2 becauſe of the noiſe that hath been in thy hearc, both about 
7 keeping what thou hait already gotten,and how to enlarge thy 
2? Batns to hold more; but che cry of the poor hath not been re- 
: garded, even that Seedin thee which hath groaned for deliver- 
2 ance; and fometimes becauſe of the anguiſh thereof , thy ſoul 
: cryed out for diſtreſs, chough through the variecy of thy plea- 
2 ſures thou endeavourelt to murder it, and to top its cry. 
i Is it not now an acceptable time to ſpeak x Word in due ſea- 
: ſon to thee, from one that is ſenſible of thy burthen and tra- 
2 yels with chee for thy deliverance > O thac thou wonldft hear, 
2 that chy ſoul might live, and even now when the Lord is as one 
| B reticed 
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retired intc his place, andall thy Comforts and Lovers ſeem to 
ſtand at a diſtance from thee, and thou art as one termed deſq- 
late and forſaken, and the wrath of the Encmy is ready to 
ſwallow thee up, in telling thee there is no hope for thee, and 
that the day of thy Viſitation is over, and chat the pit will open 
its mouth, and ſwallow thee up in the fight of all thine Ene- 
mies: Ariſe, ariſe thou Captive Daughter of S152, thou Ex- 
ile, thou O«:caft of Iſrael, thou that art termed forſaken both 
in thine own eyes, and in the eyes of all thar behold thee, this 
is the day of thy deep Vilitation, hear the Voice of the Rod, 
and know the hand of him that ſmices with it, that throuph 
the Chaſtizings and the Rebukings, thy ſoul may be recovered. 
O ceafe'/from man, and from all revengeful thougats,and hear- 
ken not to the counſel of thine own heart, neicher lend an ear 
to the wicked, and lean not to thy own underitanding, For 
God's thoughts are not as thy thou hes, neither his wayes like 
thine, thine are thoughts and wayes of &»:/, his of 8994, there- 
fore udge the diſquietneſs of thy mind with that Grace and 
Light that gives thee the fight and the lence of ir, and fay not, 
He hath ſhut up his loving-k;naneſs in forge: fulneſs , ur will le ner- 
c; ful :1 more, Fear not thou worm J-cob , though all tread up- 
on thee, be thou ſtill, for thy deliverance muſt be from the 
Lord, and that is the Seed that lyes low under all, that is dumb 
and opens not his mouth in revenge, that lyes down 1n his will, 
and drinks the Cup , becauſe it is the Father's good pleaſure; 
For that is the Seed ro which the bleſling belongs, and that is Z 
that which muſt hear the Word of the Lord, and come out of 

e+/£ gypt, to worfhip Godin his own Land, that that may be ſet Y 
free, trom which he cannot with-hold his bowels, nor the £ 
firength of his love, but that it might be ſet free, that he might 
render.coubie unto it, beyond what ever entred into thy hearc $ 
to conceive. And chis is the Seed that the Lord hath bleſſed, Z 
and that can be content both to abound, and to ſuffer want, ® 
znd to be abaſed, and how to receiveat the hand of the Lord, kk 
& F£1ve it again with the ſame freedom that it was received ; 
and though ithath nothinzin the world, as to the enjoyments ; 
of the world, yet it poſleſſerh all chings in that its kingdom is # 
n0t of thieworld; Neither is is a Scedot ſo low a diſcenr, ? 


and 
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and ſo ignoble an Off-ſpring, as to have its delight or joy in 
this World; But though ir hath lain amongſt the Pots, and 
been asin the /arger,yet mult it have the Wings of the D-2e, 
and in the ſimplicity and innocency thereot muſt ic mount 
up over the World, and have its reſt with its Father /r.:ham. 
And this is the Se-4 that follows his ſteps, and forſakes all togo 
ro the Land that the I. ord ſhews it, and believes in the 77-ve, 
againiit che Hope; and ſtaggers not through the weaknefſe of 
Fa':h, by conſidering the reaſonings of the EerthiyBrth, or 
fle;-ly Sprirt , but isftrong in the Fith , andpives glory unto 


God, and ſubmits unto him, to let him do what ſeemeth good 


in his ſight, O Friends ! had you hearkened unto this, -and let 
it gone free, then had not this day co:ne upon you, nor this 
hour of darkneſs overtaken you ; and therefore now be wiſe, 
and receive the infirutians of the Almighty, who ſpeaks unto 
youinthe ſecrets of your hearts, that you may hear his voice, 
and live; for he is ſaying to you as once he did to Adam in the 


899 'of the d; y, now the heats are over here are je? and what have 


ye beew d1ing? Have ye net ſinned in eating that which was forbiddey, 
Fin feeding upon that which was Ihely to make wiſe and beautiful to 
the eye, CF pleaſant to the taſt,but is become as Gall a :d Wormmood in 
the belly ? In this day of adverſity when you come to conſider 
where you are, and what you have been doing, are you not in- 
deed naked ? And are you not flying as he was, to the Buſhes, 
and for ſhelter to every imagination and inje&ion that {prings 


. up in your mindes , and counſel that is given to you from the 


Earthly Spirit, either in your ſelves or others? And are you 
not ſewing ot ['ig- Leaves, and making of Coverings for your 
ſelves to mitigate the offence, a+ he did, by ſaying, The womar 
that thou gaveſt me, decerved me, And ſoyouare covering and 
hiding by excuſes and pretences, that whichin the day of your 
ſimplicity and tenderneſs you would not have been aſhamed of, 
and ſince ( in the day of your proſperit@ have gloryed inas 
your Crown. O donot ſo, for the Lord will not be mocked; 
for ſuch as you have ſown , ſuch ſhall youreap. Be not I'ke 
Iſracl of oid, to add evil to evil, not onely in forſaking the 
Fountain , but bewing out of inventions and excuſes , _— 
B2 wi 
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will not hold in this day of he diſtreſs; but be upright-heart- 
ed, and ſingle to God, ſeeking out no covers nor ſinful compli- 
ance, [caſt you loſe this day of Viſitation alſo , and the litile 
#slimmerirg of hopes chat yer remains for you, if you pertſt 
not in your wickedneſs: Bur on che contrary if youdo, ye- 
ſhaltgo down to the pit where there is no remembrance of 
him. 


And you that are , or have been Officers and Souldiers in the 
ARMY, andare under preſent Sufferings or Burthens, 


| vV Hat need you be troubled? or what true Cauſe have 

you-to be diſquicted? if ſo be the preſent Officers and 
Souldiers can govern and command better then you have done, 
or then hath been in years paſt , if the Officers of the Army 
be more temperate, more humble, more ſelt-denying, and leſs 
given to covetouſneſs, and to ſeek great things tor themſelves 
then you did when you were in command: And it the preſent 


Officers of the AK TY be more tender of the Liberties of ten- 
der conſciences, and of the juſt Liberties of the People, and 
more careful of the breach of che Priviledges of Parliament, 
and of all other Athorities that rule for God, andin his fear, 
that are a terror to evil-doers, and a praiſe of, and encourage- 
ment to them that do well; And if the preſent Army are leſs 
in compliance with particular Intereſts for ſelf-ſafety and ad- 
vantage then you were, what ground or cauſe have you to be 
troubled. or to ſeek reſtoration to your Places and Truſts? And © 
if they do not exceed you in Righteouſneſs , Holineſs and ju- Þ 
Rice, and good D.ſciplize of the Army,have they not you for an ' 
example before them, who for theſe things kave calt you off, 
and made your habiggtions deſolate, and your Names to becom / 
a ſtench,and your Families a reproach, and all your Righteouſ. # 
neſs and good that you have done, and Victories that you have ® 
obtained , are buried in oblivion , and your defamation doth 
ſound beyond your Fame in times pak. Is not the Lord righte- 2 

| ous, © 
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ons? Oris his Arm —— Or is his Bowels ſhae up ? 
Or is it not all one with him to ſave by many, or by few;by 
ſtrength, or without ſtrength, and to overturn, and over- 
throw theſe alſo which have ſuccceLed you, it they ſhall fall 
ſhore of your righreouſnels, or thole tteps wherein you wal- 
ked,as to the governing and orderingot yourſeveral Truſts? 
Shall not the Lord be avenged on them aiſo, if they provoke 
him as you did, and overchrow them as he hath done you, 
and chat with a forer deftrution, and a greater hand of 
diſpleaſure, becauſe they kave had youasa lively example 
before them , whom the Lord hath cafc out in their fight; 
bur luſt after evil chings,and the glory of che-World, as you 
did, and were rejected of him? and ſurely if the ſame wick- 
edne(s and unzodlinels overtake them , that was found a- 
mong(t you, their fall ſhall be great , and they ſhall riſe no 
more; and therefore leave it to the Lord, and ſeek nor your 
own revenge, neither think by Rebellion, Treachery, or Hypo-= 
criſie to prevail 3 For Judgement is the Loyds, and he will repay it; 
and if they periuſt to do wickedly, and tc exceed you in un- 
righteouſnels, they ſhall all likewiſe periſh; For Righteouſneſs 
he will haveſet up , andthe end of all che changes and o- 
verturnings in Erglard, it 1s not that a ay-Pole ſhould be 
ſer up, or that Kealths ſhould be drunk to the confuſion of 
$:9n, but that a K:7g ſhould reign in Righteouſneſs , and that 
the Sons and Daughters of Sz ſhould rejoyce therein. 


And to you that are , w have been Rulers or Governours of 
theſe Nat ions, and are either at preſent, or in fear of future 
Suff erings, 


O not you emulate, nor contemn thoſe into whoſe 
D hands the preſent Government 1s commiurted; neither 
ſeck after revenge,or ſuffer your hearrs to boyle becauſe you 
are thrown down , and they got up; if they will heare _ 
- caule 
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cauſe of the fatherleſs, Ls widdow, and judge with 
£quity cherein, and relieve che oppreiled, and Jec the Cap- 
rive go free; and reſpe& no man's perſon in Judgement, 
neither divert 7J##:ce becauſe of any man's opinion or per- 
{wation; but equally adminifer d/ftriburive 7 uſfice roall, and 
not be offended at one man becauſe he could not pur off 
his Har, and give him flatcering Titles, and therefore would 
do him no Juſtice, bur trample upon him whom all cramp- 
led upon, and exalt thar party that was moſt in eſteem,and 
oratifie him who could reſpe& mens perſons with his har in 
his hand, and givehim flattering Titles, chough his Caſe 

vas worſe; if thoſe in your places now, will nor do lo, but & 
qually diftribute Lav and Juf:cennto all men, without re- 
{pefing any mans perfon oropinion, and that at a cheaper 
rate, and with lels delay; if the preſent Rulers ani Govern- 
or5 Joto, what cauſe have you ro beangry ? Becauſe the 
Lord hath thrown down you, and raiſed uv them thar are 
more r:ghte:us ? And what though he be as the 19:1nger Bro- 
ther, that profels'd not ſo much, but praiſed #-7e , ſhall not 
your Hypecri/te remain as a blot upon you, while as their A- 
thivity and Juſtice thall be their renown ? But on the contra- 
ry, if they exceed you in oppreſſion, cruelty, and injuſtice, and 
make greater inroads and breaches upon the Law of the a- 
tion, an.l ;»/t Liberties of the People, and let looſe the Keins 
of Government , (othar people may take their ſwing in un- 
godlinels, and at iniquity without controle, and the con- 
ſciences of the Upright be oppreſſedbecauſe of their tenler- 
nels towards God, and the things appertaining to his King- 
dom; and fo he that departs from iniquity become a prey, 
and the Geals in theſe Nations be fuller of the Servants of 
the Lord then they were in your Cayes, and that onely be- , 
cauſe they cannot proſtrate their conſciences to the Wills 
of men; and if their Mcetings together to worſhip the Lord 
in ſpiric and in truth be more obitrufged , and they abuſed 
by the rude and baſer ſort of people, and that becauſe of 
che remiſsne\s and backwardnels of thoſe in Authority , to 
Put a curb unto them, or to execute their places with faith- 


fulneſs 
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fulneſs againſt evil-doers, according to their truſt, and the 
Laws of the Nation, will not the Lord caft thera ouc alſo,as 
he hath done you before them? And :5 not his Power the 
ſame to diſ-rthrone all Unrighteouſneſs 111 wha perfor or 
perſon- ſoever it be found ? Ani ther fo. - wy av thould you 
be wrath, or yourcountenince fallen, i yuu had clone wel, 
fhould not you have been accepted? An if theſe be found 
doing evil, ſhal not chey be reje&ed alſo? Or will che Lord 
let theſe into his favour, if ſin lye at their door, when as he 
ſhut you out before them for the ſame thing ? And there- 
fore be fill and quier in your minds, and mind the work of 
your day ( and ler them alone totheirs) which is, co hum- 
ble your ſelvs under the mighty hand of God,and be abaſed 
in his light becanle of your unfaithfulneſ-,and the Treache- 
ry that was found within your Gates, that ſoyou may be 
reconciled to God, and one unto another, before it be too 
late, and the day paſs over your keads, and fo be overtaken 
vnawares, doing the work of the Night, as ſecking revenge, 
and the overthrow or diſturbance of the preſent pover, 
which the Lord requires not at your hands, but to leave him 
to execute Righteoulnel(s upon the evil-doers,and to wound 
the hairy Scalp of all his Enemies; for he will be avenged, 
and chat right ſpeedily againſt all chat hate S9,, 


wb who are cafled Publike Preachers, or Miniflers of the 
Goſpel, and are under preſent Suſferings » or piſſeſſed wah 
fear that you fall ſuffer either tn Relation to your Places or 
Conſciences, 


VVs are you afraid? And wherefore are your hearts 
diſquiered ? If you have preached che Goſpel in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon , will not that keep you im peace? 
Oris not your Goſpel the Goſpel of peace? Or are you a- 
{raid becauſe you made uſe of the Goſpel to preach up War? 
If you have diſcharged your duties faithfully, and fought 

_ 
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no man's goods, but their good ? If ſo, will not the good o- 
verconietheevil? And if you ſuffer for righteouſnels ſake, 
aie you not bleſſed ? And if you cn live upon the Goſpel, 
will not that maincain you, and ſaveyou? Why are you 
then croubled ? 

If another Generation mote righteous then you, ſpring 
1p, and thoſe that have been long a humbling, and under a 
ſharp rebuke , be reſtored to their places again , and you 
puc out;zand if they preach better,and live becter, that their 
mo.eration may be known untoall men, and that they are 
not ſogreedy of filthy lucre as you were, nor uſe that rigor 
and ſeverity, and intumanity , which ſome cf you have 
done, in caſting poor people into priſon, and ſeperating 
man and wife, until they have dyed in the Goal , and chat 
for a thing of nought, as for a Smoke-penny,and a Garden» 
penny,and ſuch like trifles as ſhould not be name.{ amons{t 
Chritiians, much leſs amongf chole who call themiclves 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and all chis becauſe tor conſci- 
ence ſake they could not lec him gather that had nor ſcat= 
tered; nor him reap that had not ſown; nor his Ox feed in 
chat Corn which he had not trodden out; nor pay him wa- 
ges whem he never hired, neither did any work forhim; if 
thoſeMinifters that come after you ſhal not do theſe things, 
nor make ſhipwrack of Faith and a good Conſcience, by (ſerving 
the times, and complying with worldly /xtereſts to enrich 
themſelves, and fare deliciouſly thereby; bur ſhall at all ſea- 
ſons preach treely , giving good example both in Life and 
Dttrine,opprefiing no mans Coz ſcience, but giving freely, aud 
freely receiving ; not following your ſteps , but the (teps of 
Chriſt & his Apsit les, who choſe to obey Godrather than Mar, 
and not tocomply for ſe/f-ſafety & adraztage,who ſpate as the 
Spirit gave them #tterance , andnort what men commanded 
contrary thereto, wil not the Lord bleſSthem ? ' But if theſe 
that come in your Places (hall follow your ſteps in all or any 
of the things aforeſaid, wil not che Lord drive them out,and 
caſt them off for cheir rebellion & unfaichfulne(s, as he hath 
done & 15 doing of you before them?& therefore why(hould 

you 
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you be troubled; except for he load of guilt and weight of 
oppreſſion,and mercileſs cruelty that lyes upon youzand for 
theſe things you ought to be humbled, thar if it be poſlible 
you may be recovered out of tne gall of bitterneſs, and bond 
of imquity , that (G your ſouls niay be ſaved in this day of 
your Vifitacion and(ſore chaftiſement that is coming upon . 
you, and you reſtored to your former integrity and wpright- 
reſs of heart, which ſome times ſome of you were acquaint- 
ed with, before you walked in the way of Balaam,to attempt 
to cuiſe [ſrael, or to run greedily ſor gifts and rewards. O that 
there were anear open to hear the yoice of this Chaſtiſement, 
that your ſouls might be recovered our of the ſnareof the 
Enemy / 


—— —= 


To all thoſe that are under Sufferirgs in their hearts and m'nds, 


becauſe they ds not underftland the end of the Lard in theſe 
late 1-yan ations. 7, 
'Now ye the Sred of God, even Abrahazi's Seed; and as 
&hat comes to be raiſed and brought forth, and bear 
ruſe in your hearts, ſo ſhall ye underſtand the mind of the 
Lord,and he will not hiae from you the thing that he doth. 
Are you ſtrangers in ſrae/,that you know not the Cauſes and 
Proyocations that the Lurd hath had from day to day, from a 
gain-ſaying and diſobedient people , who draw near him with their 
lips, but their hearts were far from him, and who aid , Is not the 
Lord amongſt us } no evil ſhall come unto ws; who had provoked 
him to jealoulze from day today; and after many a #arning 
given unto them by the ſervants of the Lord, and his Over- - 
turning time after time, yer would they not hearken, bur re- 
belled more and more, and continued to oppreſs the inno- 
cent, and for their own ends gratified the ungodly ,and cri- 
ed up thoſe whom the Lord by his Word cryed againſt;and 
not enely (o, but what RG” Dies was there found within 
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their Gates, and injuſtice in their Coxrts , and pride and fnl- 
neſs of Bread within cheir Palaces, exceeding any that had 
been before them : Belides, their Profeſſion of Religion, 
made ſubſervient to State-Pelicy; Brother betraying Bretber, 
& one Fr.ead undermining another, and all to promote ſe/f, 
v hich the Lord had thrown down m others, and they in an 
eminent way were ſetting it up in themſelves, How could 
the Lord bur reckon for theſe tkings? Was not his ſuffering 
long, and Is patience ftretched out to the uttermoſt , and 
the meaſure ct their iniquities full > And was itnot then 
righteous with the Lord co give thenr up into the hands ef 
the treacherous dealer, who themſelves had dealt rreacher- 
ouſly one with another, and to others ? And ſo hath he re- 

aid them with that which they requited others withall : 
refers ſay not you, Why hath the Lord doxe thus ? Nor bu- 
fie not your minds or thoughts about the cauſe of his deal- 
ings; bur mind that in your own hearts that accuſeth you 
for your Treachery againſt the Lord, who hath ſhewed thee 
O man, what zs good, to deal juit ly, towalk wprightly, to ſhew mer - 
cy, and to walk humbly with thy God, Keep thou to that in thine 
own heart, for that-is that which may be k;own of God, which 
% manifeſt inthee; and by that he ſhew; the O man, what 1s 
good, and to that muſt thou take heed, leſt thou drop ryto 
the ſame Snare with thoſe whoſe fall thou art admiring,and 
forheir caſe become thy cafe; for thou ſtandeſt by Fa'rh, and 
except thon behieveſt in that 'wichin thy (elfe )) that ſhews 
thee what is good, thowcanſt not avoid falling likewiſe; nei- 
ther canſt thou by beating thy brain, or muling in thine 
nnderftanding, underſtand the end of theſe things; for they 
aretoo hard for thee to find out, until thou return into the 
Santtuary, which is the Grace of God manifeſt in thee, and 
thereby ſhalt thou learn the fear of the Lord, ( whereby rhe 
heart thall be kept clean )and thon kept out of their'Suares, 
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To you who are in preſent Power , who are raiſed up by the 
fall and overthrow »f thoſe that went before you, | 


*) not you boaſt your ſelves in your own ſtrength , nor 

zlory not over thoſe who are under your feer,but con- 
lluerthe end of che Lord in theſe things; ;:For not for your 
faxes hath he wrought this change, that younzight glory in 
the Arm of fleſh, or exalt your ſelves becauſe the day is yours, 
bur know alſuredly, That it was to be avenged of an hypoers- 
tical and gam-ſaying genzrat.on, wholaid, and did not; and 
therefore is he arifen in righteouluefle to plead 
with them, and that thoſe whom they have ruled over, 
might once more rule overthem, that you by cheir fall 
mighr take warning, and nor luſt after that which chey luſt- 
e« atrer, nor oppreſs that which they oppreſſed , - both in 
chemſelvesand others; bur that you might undo the heavy 


| burchens, and take oft every yoke, and ler the opprefſed go 


free, which if you do, both as to Ciz1/ and Sprritual Rights, 
( which chey promiſed to (lo, bur dil not) then ſhall you 
proſper,and the righteous rejoice in your Government;but 
it choſe things continue tor which they were caft out before 
you, then tha)l the indignation of the Lori ſmoke againit 
you, and your fall be great and (peedy , and that into miſ- 
chiet, and thall riſe no more. O chat you had hearts ro con- 
tider the languiſhing Rate of this Nation ! that Kighteouſneſs 
might be encouraged,F«5t::e promored,S1z and [niquity ſtops 
ed, and youa terror tothe Workers thereof. Lec not that 
- found amongſt you, which was found amonglit chem that 
were caſt out before you,toadvance anySelt,Party,orOpinienz 
but he of every Sect, Party, or Fudgement that fears God, and 
works Righteouſnes, ler him find proteftion from your Go- 
vernment; (oſhalPartiality be, ſhut our,and d4;ftributiveFuſtice 
and impartial Righteaſneſs be acminiſtredunco al] , 0 ryn 
C 2 OWNn 
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down our ftreets like a flream, Then ſhall it be well for you | 
that the Lord hath ſo long chaſtized you, that you might 
learn Righteouſneſs, and hate Iniquity; ſo ſhall the Nation 
be healed, and che diſtrattions thereof compoled, and the 
end of our Wars attained, and you {( with all that fear the 
Lord)ſhall be Crowned with Viftory over your Enemies,and 
love frem all your Friends. Burt on the contrary , if Ini- 
quiry be ſheltered under your Wing , and Unrighteouſnels, 
Prophanene(s, and Ungodlinels be councenanced , encou- 
raged, or connived at;then ſhall the fury of the Lord ſmoke 
againſt you , and his Righteouſneſs thall be revealed to 
throw you down, and that with an hand more eminent and 
remarkable, then that which brought you in, and the ſound 
and report-of your deſtruction and cy wa] (hall exceed 
and go further, aud ftrike the Nations afar off with greater 
aſtoniſhment and amazement of ſpirit, even their ears ſhall 
tingle, and affrightment ſhall cake hold upon them, becauſe 
ef the Revelation of the righteous Judgements of the Lord 
againſt a rebellious people, whom he would have healed a- 
#ain and again, but they would nor, but infulced and revol- 
red yet more and more, and abuſed the patience and long-. 
(iffering of the Lord towards them, and turned their deli- 
verances againſt che Lord, topuff and ſwell chemſelves up, 
beyond any that ever was before chem : If this be your 
| Rare, you thall periſh ſuddenly ,8& that without remedy; and 
rhen thall you know that the Lord hath ſpoken by me, 


To all that fear the Lerd, and whoſe hearts are upright with 
him, and yet are ſenſible of the ſuff ering-ft ate of the Church 
that ts in God; becauſe of the oppreſſions, and wetghts y ard 
bwrthens that lye upon the Righteous Seed. 


Ear you not, nor be diſmayed with any amazement; for 
F for your ſakes will the Lord ajiſe, and ſhake terribly 
the 
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the Earth,and remove that wich 1 thaken,that that which 
cannot be ſhaken may remain ; and your heads will he life 

up above all your Enemies, and che day of your Redempti- 

on ſhall-draw nigh, and Saraz ſhall be rroviden under your 

feer, and you caught up into the Mountain et the Lord, 

wheie ye ſhall feed upon che far things which he hath pre- 

pared upon his holy Mountain; and this Vountain thall you 

know to be over, and on top of all che Mountains; and here 

you ſhall abide and dwell in che dwelling-place that is upon 

Mount Sion; and upon all your glory ſhall be a defence, and 

none ſhall be able to make you atraid : And then ſhall ye 

know him that ſhall ſtand the laft upon che earch,and ye ſhal 

receive Dominion from him, whereby ye fhall reign with 

him for evermore. Therefore watch ye unto prayer, and be 

you dil'gent in the work of the Lord, that you may finiſh 

with faichfulne(s the Teſtimony that he hath given you to 

bear forhis Names ſake;zand know 2fluredly,that nothing can 

harm you while you tollow that which is good. And watchye 
inthe Light of Chriſt,that ye way be kepr our of that part in 

your ſelves which appertains to this world, and the chings 

thereof, in that goed part which ſhall never be taken from 

you, in which the God of this World hath no part; and there 
1s your ſafety for ever, thereis the Faith known that ſtops 
the mouths of Lyons, and rebukes the roarings of the Sea, 
and keeps in the calm, as in an Ark, when all the World 
ſhall be overwhelmed with the Lords wrath and diſplea- 
ſure: Then fhall you be fafe, and planc the Farth with righ- 
cconuſne(;, and the former thin$s ſhall be paſſed away , and 
the old Heaven and the old Earth melted away, and paſſed 
asa (croul, and the new Heaven and the new Earth (where- 
in dwellech righteouſnels ) ſhall remain , and che Inhabi- 
tans therein ſhall rejoice, and ſhall ſing che Songs of Sto:, 
and the Songs of the Lamb, the praiſe of him thar hath ſa- 
ved them: For your Kingdom is not of this world, but he 
hath choſen you to be as Pilgrims and Strangers m, and to 
the Worlq : Although|your bodies bein the World, yer uſe 
it and poſſeſs it as though you uſed and poſſeſſed it _ 
enact 
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that you may be known to be the redeemed of the Lord, 
that are ſecking a City that hath Foundations , and your 
Conveiſations may be known to be above the Earth. with 
all irs glory, aud you ſaved out of all,and raiſed up over all, 
by him chac chrows down, and exalts at his pleafure, This 
is the Word of the Lord to you all, you are the Lord's Hoſt, 
and he will go betore you, and be your Rereward ; ad by 
you and through you will he bring mighty thingsto pals, 
and ar the ſound whereof the Nations ſhall cremble; and ac 
the hearing whereof che Earth ſhall be aſtoniſhed, beeaule of 
the Lords appearing in his Sons and Daughters; unto the 
brightnel: of whole arifing many thall come from far,ang at 
whoſe teerthe.Riches and theglory of the Gentiles thal be 
laid down : And theſe things you that are faithtul ſhall 
know; and be not you inquilitive which way the Lord will 
bring theſe chings to pals, for his own Arm thall doit, and 
that not by Might nor by Power, but by his Spirit vil he ce- 
move the Mountains, and all that lets, out oft the way; and 
therefore be not you faichleſs, but believing, and dwell in 
the patience, our of that which would limic che holy one, 
either ro Time or Means; (o ſhall you come, to the overcom- 
ing, and to be more chen Conquerors through Chriſt your 
life, who1s manifett in your mortal fleth, And as concern- 
ing che Time: &Seaſons,I need not to write unto you;for you 
knowperfetly in your (elves,that the day of Lord ſocometh 
as a Thief in che night; that when chey {hall cry Peace, and 
Safety, then ſudden deltruftion ſhal come upon them; tor 
now 1s their hour, and the&power of darkneſs: Bur dwell 
you in the ſecret plage of the moſt high , under the ſhaclow 
of his wing, and or into your privy Chambers, and ſhuc 
the door ti] che galamity be overpalt; for it ſhall not be 
longs until the Lodd ſhall vilic his Seed , and gather it from 
off the barren Hills and Mountains , that chey chat have 
goneaſtray through the Allurements, P.eaſures, and Vani- 
ties of this World, (hall be gathered inco the Fold, & then 
thall there be one Fold, and one Shepherd; and the Sons of 
God hall (ing cogecher, and the Morning-Stars thall rejoice 

and 
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and clap their hands for jo ( becauſe of ſo great ſalvation 
and they that are faithful ſhal know and ſee this, and be 
glad; for the Lord wil not jeave you, nor forfake you; you 
that are bold, valiant and faithful for his Namie , that love 
not your lives unto tke death, that you may finiſh 'the Te- 
{timony of Jeſus, but are ag ſheep appointed for the flaugh- 
ter, and are like thoſe that are killed all che day long ; yet 
the Lord my God wil ariſe|for your ſakes, and wil utter his 
voice from S199, and his thunderings from Jer«ſalem, and 
you ſhal be glad with his Saſvation, to the praiſe of his Name 
for ever : Amen, | 


Fobn Crook. 


THE END, 


